Notes
Nelson with the Danes an armistice was agreed on, which led
to a treaty with the northern Powers.
See the plan in Gardiner's Historical Atlas or H. B. Butler's
edition of Southey's Life of Nelson (Oxford University Press).
8. the Prince of all the land. The Crown Prince of Denmark,
who was acting as Regent.
40. Te are brothers, &c. Nelson's first note to the Crown
Prince ended with the sentence 'The brave Danes are the
brothers, and should never be the enemies, of the English'.
63. Elsinore. Helsingor, commanding the entrance to the
Baltic. It is the scene of Hamlet.
67. Riou. Edward Riou (b. 1758?), captain, led the detached
squadron (consisting of frigates) against the land batteries.
He drew off his division in obedience to Sir Hyde Parker's
signal, mournfully exclaiming, 'What will Nelson think of us!'
Shortly after he was cut in two by a raking shot. (See Southey's
Nelson.}
TRAFALGAR
For F. T. Palgrave see note to 'Crecy', p. 208.
The story of Trafalgar is too well known to need repeating
here. It may be read in the Lives of Nelson by Southey, Mahan,
or Laughton; or, in great detail, in Sir Henry Newbolt's valu-
able book, The Tear of Trafalgar, which contains perhaps the
most convincing account ever given of the tactics of the battle.
A few facts only are here mentioned to explain points in the
poem.
Napoleon had prepared to invade England in 1805, but for
that purpose it was essential to remove the English fleet from
the Channel. He was almost successful in this design, for Nelson
pursued the French and Spanish fleets to the West Indies, where
they eluded him; but Nelson hurriedly returned, and, arriving
off Cadiz on September 29, blockaded the combined fleet in
the harbour. At Jength, on October 19, the fleets left Cadiz,
and were forced to give battle off Trafalgar on Monday,
the 21 st.
The French fleet consisted of eighteen ships of the line, five
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